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 MEN AS GENDERED BEINGS: THE EMERGENCE OF
 MASCULINITY STUDIES IN THE ANGLOPHONE

 CARIBBEAN

 Rhoda Reddock

 ABSTRACT

 This paper presents an overview of the emergence of Masculinity Studies
 in the Caribbean region, with special emphasis on the Anglophone Carib

 bean. The varying manifestations of the still fledgling men's movement is

 examined and the increasing awareness of men's issues as gender issues.

 The development of scholarship on men and masculinity in this region is
 examined chronologically beginning in the late 1980s. The different start
 ing point for this discourse in comparison with similar developments in

 North America is noted. While the emergence of this field can be seen as a

 new and exciting component of feminist scholarship in the region, the
 contribution of some of these studies to the backlash against the women's
 movement is also considered. The paper also begins to examine the impact

 of this entire discourse on national and regional policy and programming
 at government and non-governmental level.

 In their Introduction to a recent collection of essays entitled
 Caribbean Masculinities: Working Papers, the editors had this to say:

 For several centuries, the human experience was largely de
 scribed and analyzed through men's lenses. Although the
 hegemonic masculine conception of human nature and society
 has always been contested, the predominance of macho ideol
 ogy is an important constituent of Western ideology (Ramirez,
 Garcia-Toro and Cunningham, 2002:vii)

 The emergence of new studies of masculinities however, in many
 ways represents a break in that chain. The new studies suggest a
 new sense of reflection, personal confrontation and insecurity among
 men in response to the challenges faced over the past forty years
 from the feminist movement internationally as well as the move

 ments for the legitimisation and recognition of alternative sexualities
 and gender diversity. Certainly in the Caribbean as in other parts of
 the world it has emerged as a response to the challenges posed by
 the second wave of feminism which has had a significant impact on
 the region since the 1970s.
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 90 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES

 Internationally, this period began with a notion that something
 was wrong with women and femininity which had to be investi
 gated, challenged and re-constructed; by the end of the 20th century,

 concerns with masculinity had emerged with full force, giving rise
 to a limited but increasingly vocal men's movement, with various
 tendencies. The men's movement has been characterised as "a col

 lection of incompatible, separate movements" (Clatterbaugh,
 1997:vii), which of course would take different forms in differing
 social, political and economic contexts. Whereas some men have
 sought simply to fight back against the women's movement, both
 academically and politically, others have seized the opportunity to
 reflect upon their experiences of masculinity and manhood, in
 the same way as women for the past four decades have done for
 femininity and womanhood.

 This paper presents an overview of the emergence of Mascu
 linity Studies in the Caribbean region, with special emphasis on the
 Anglophone Caribbean. It examines the varying manifestations of
 the still fledgling men's movement and the increasing awareness of

 men's issues as gender issues. The backlash against the women's
 movement and the claim of victim status for men, is of course part
 of this, but not the only part. Additionally feminist groups and
 women generally have been in the forefront of the discourse on
 masculinity, engaging with the debates and their implications for
 all aspects of life. This entire discourse has also influenced regional
 and national policy and programming at government and non
 governmental level. These will also be explored*

 The Men's Movement in the Caribbean

 In 1991, the men's group Fathers Incorporated, led by UWI-Mona
 academic, Barry Chevannes, was started among predominantly
 working-class males in Kingston, Jamaica.1 In rough summary the
 aims of this group as noted by Chevannes were: 1) to respond to the
 bad press which men as fathers were getting in the region by the
 labelling of Caribbean fathers as irresponsible and 2) to instil in young

 men a sense of responsibility towards their children and the society
 in general.2

 1 Fathers Inc. emerged out of a parenting symposium hosted by the Caribbean
 Child Development Centre (CDCC) on the UWI, Mona campus in Jamaica (Brown,
 1999).

 2 This was given as a verbal presentation organized by the Women and Develop
 ment Studies Group at the University of the West Indies, Mona, around 1994.
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 Men as Gendered Beings: 91

 Since that time men's organisations have emerged in many
 Caribbean countries although with limited memberships. For
 example, Men against Violence Against Women (MAVAW) of
 Trinidad and Tobago, a small group comprising men concerned with
 violent male behaviour, was initially formed in 1994 as a caucus
 within the National Women's Caucus, a local women's organisation
 but went on its own soon after, becoming incorporated in 1995. In
 Barbados, a number of initiatives have emerged including the Men's
 Educational Support Association (MESA) and the Men's Forum. Ad
 ditionally many programmes aimed at men have been introduced
 by the more established non-governmental organisations such as
 the YMCA3 and the Family Planning Association in Trinidad and
 Tobago and the Child Care Board in Barbados. The Division of
 Women's Affairs in Trinidad and Tobago introduced a male support
 programme and later changed its name to the Division of Gender
 Affairs to reflect its 'dual concern' with women and men and a male

 support programme was established. In Trinidad and Tobago, also,
 in recognition of the need to focus on men, The Rape Crisis Society
 instituted a male support programme and many community-based
 intervention programmes established counselling programmes for

 males. In Barbados, PAREDOS - Parent Education for Development
 in Barbados, has established a support programme for men, offer
 ing support seminars for men as fathers and working with other

 men's organisations while in Jamaica, the UWI Child Development
 Centre has played a monitoring role on efforts aimed at supporting
 'fatherwork' in Jamaica (Brown 2003). All of this reflects efforts by

 men and women to consciously deal with issues of masculinity and
 manhood. Philosophically these groups and initiatives, range from
 being what Clatterbaugh described as 'pro-feminist' to a 'men's rights'
 position with varying degrees of antagonism and ambivalence
 towards the women's movement. Some actually began as pro
 feminist but were increasingly influenced toward a more men's rights
 position. A men's rights perspective according to Clatterbaugh:

 begins from the fundamental premise that men as men are sub
 ject to numerous generally unrecognized injustices of a legal,
 social and psychological nature. The adherents of this perspec
 tive wish to act as advocates for men in a society they believe is
 generally oblivious to these injustices. Organisationally, this
 perspective represents a merging of the fathers' rights move

 3 In the early 2000s, the YMCA launched its Men-touring Programme, a gender
 re-socialization programme for young males.
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 92 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES

 ment with the men's political rights movement (Clatterbaugh
 1997:69).

 Although there has been collaboration with women's organi
 sations, there has also been a great backlash, with the view that
 change for women has 'gone too far' (Evans, n.d.). This backlash
 emerged in response to the increased visibility and attention paid
 to women and women's concerns in the society in general. The 1970s
 and late 1980s was a period of consolidation for the new women's
 movement in the region. The formation of CAFRA ? The Carib
 bean Association for Feminist Research and Action in 1985, marked

 the culmination of about fifteen years of incipient feminist organis
 ing in the region. The 1980s witnessed the emergence of groups in
 Belize, Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
 Guyana and later Barbados. These groups, usually with small mem
 berships were involved in consciousness-raising through popular
 education, radio programmes, media-monitoring; skill-training
 programmes in traditional and non-traditional areas, income
 generating projects, as well as in lobbying and advocacy on
 women's and broader socio-political issues (see Reddock 1998).

 In addition to the emergence of popular movements, develop
 ments also took place within governmental structures. Jamaica be
 came one of the first countries to establish a Women's Desk in 1973,
 then a Women's Bureau in 1974, before the United Nations Declara

 tion of International Women's Year in 1975. Throughout the Decade
 1976-1985, women's 'machinery' ? desks, bureaux, departments and
 divisions, were established throughout the region. They all served
 to give women's issues increased visibility in national and regional
 fora.

 Throughout this period and up to the present, violence against
 women emerged as the single issue capable of uniting women of all
 sectors, classes and ethnic groups. Over the last two decades, the
 de-legitimisation of violence against women, once thought to be a
 natural prerogative of men and canonized in a number of famous
 calypsos, has been one of the greatest achievements of the move

 ment. This was achieved through popular and public education,
 activism, enactment of new and revised legislation on sexual offences,
 including rape in marriage and domestic violence. In addition other
 areas of accepted male privilege were challenged, both discursively
 and through legislation such as the attachment of earnings, and in
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 Men as Gendered Beings: 93

 relation to the distribution of estates and property.4 But the greatest
 fuel and coalescing point for the men's movement in the Anglophone
 Caribbean has been the male marginalisation discourse. This is a
 discourse which has its origins in academia but which made one of
 the smoothest transitions ever into the popular domain. It provides
 an excellent example of the ways in which issues emerging in the
 public sphere become theorised in academic contexts and then
 reintroduced into the public sphere, although not always understood
 in all their academic complexity.

 Masculinity Studies in the Caribbean

 Whereas masculinity studies in North America has been described
 as having its origins in the discourses on sexuality among homo
 sexual men, in the Anglophone Caribbean the origin has been quite
 different. Similarly, it has been argued that even in North America,
 Black Men's Studies had a different origin from its development
 among white males ? one located in concerns about the Black
 family.5 Indeed the specificities of family and gender relations of the
 Caribbean region, long the concern of social scientists, became the
 starting point for men's studies and the men's movement here.

 In many ways the concern with masculinity was also fuelled
 by the intransigence of the problem of sexual violence in the region
 and the apparent ineffectiveness of the solutions used to deal with
 it. After close to two decades of action against violence, most prac
 titioners and observers of the scene came to the conclusion that the

 answer may lie in greater attention to the perpetrator than to the
 victim as had been the previous focus. This resulted in the emer
 gence of a number of initiatives at community and state level focus
 ing on men. At the same time, the increased visibility and concerns
 over young male criminality served to concretise the need for greater
 attention to the needs of young men.

 'Male Marginality' Thesis Revisited

 While a number of early papers by Chevannes in the late 1980s
 began to deal with questions of manhood and masculinity, by far
 the most influential was the publication in 1986 of Errol Miller's The

 4 The legislation also affected women as women were often made more responsi
 ble for economic maintenance for spouses and children, but this was seldom
 highlighted.

 5 I thank Jabari Sinclair for this insight.
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 Marginalization of the Black Male: Insights from the Development of the

 Teaching Profession. This publication located concerns with mascu
 linity at the heart of the postcolonial quest for upward social mobil
 ity, which for many Afro and Indo-Caribbean people had been only
 possible through education. As noted by Patricia Mohammed (2000)
 however, although many never bothered to read the text, its title
 struck an empathetic chord with many men in Jamaica and indeed
 throughout the region and the term 'male marginalization' has
 become a part of the popular vocabulary.

 There is a great deal of confusion and misunderstanding about
 this thesis and the issues surrounding it, yet it is popularly referred
 to and spoken about in very loose terms. Although much of the
 present discourse has focused on male marginality in education, the
 concept of 'male marginality' has some history in Caribbean social
 science. The Family studies of the 1950s and 1960s which were based
 on the structural-functionalist approach, were concerned with what
 they saw as the unexpected centrality of women to Afro-Caribbean
 family forms. The concept of matrifocality emerged out of this con
 cern with the perceived 'marginality' of men in Afro- Caribbean fam
 ily forms. In R. T. Smith's 1953 study. The Negro Family in British
 Guiana, an analysis which he later revoked, Smith had this to say:

 From now on the men in the status of husband-father begin to
 drop out of the group, usually because they die, but also be
 cause they may just leave the group to go and live alone or to
 enter another union. Whether they leave or not, the focus of
 authority and control gradually shifts to the wife-mother, so
 that irrespective of whether there is a husband-father present,
 the household group at this stage can be referred to as
 'matrifocal'. The fact that women live longer than men means
 that there is a large number of widows, and these women just
 automatically become household heads. (Smith 1996:43).

 T.S, Simey, the first Social Welfare Officer to the region said that:

 The relationship between a man and his children under this
 form of family organization is by no means regular or close. A

 man will do his best to care for his children, as a rule, but the

 insecurity of his position in the family and his poverty make it
 very difficult for him to discharge obligations of parenthood
 which are accepted without question in Great Britain and North
 America. (Simey 1996:39).

 This original idea of marginality therefore emerged in relation to
 the matrilineal traditions of the Afro-Caribbean family. This idea
 has been recently challenged by feminist scholars who critique the
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 notion of a single male-dominated form of family and the notion of
 men's only or primary role being that of breadwinner.

 The Marginalisation of the Black Male Thesis

 No doubt the idea of Black male marginalisation had its origins in
 these earlier ideas of marginality, but Errol Miller took these into an
 entirely new direction in 1986. Miller identified education as the
 main arena where 'male marginalisation' was taking place in the
 Caribbean. The colonial and present-day education system was seen
 as creating a situation where women were advantaged and men dis
 advantaged. Eudine Barriteau (2000) summarises Miller's arguments
 as follows: primary school teaching and teacher education shifted
 from being male-dominated to female-dominated because 'those
 holding central positions in the society' wanted to restrict black men
 to agricultural and industrial labour occupations; They [the white

 male colonial establishment] also wanted to loosen the hold of the
 Church on the education system; to limit the upward mobility of
 black men in the society; to stifle the emergence of militant black
 men who could overthrow the power structure e.g. through the teach
 ers trade union. Miller concludes that: "the black woman was used

 against the black man. In essence the logic seems to have been that if
 social advantage must be conceded to Blacks through the teacher
 education and elementary school teaching, then allow black women
 such advancement instead of black men" "Unknowingly [therefore]
 the black woman was to become an accessory after the fact (Miller

 1994:125)."
 This concept was attractive to men who were growing

 concerned over what they perceived as the unacceptable transfor
 mations in the discourse on gender relations, the challenge to male
 leadership and authority, and the new visibility of women and femi
 nist politics in public life. The marginalisation thesis, as noted by
 Keisha Lindsay, received much of its empirical support, especially
 in Jamaica, from the data on education. As noted by her and well
 known for some time, the Anglophone Caribbean region is one of
 the few where secondary school and university enrolment of girls
 exceeds that of boys. Additionally by the 1986/87 academic year,
 total female enrolment at the University of the West Indies, slightly
 exceeded that of males. By the end of 1992, however, 70% of all
 graduates from the University of the West Indies (UWI) Mona
 campus were female (Lindsay 1997:4).
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 96 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES

 While a number of scholars have been able to successfully chal
 lenge the marginalisation thesis (Lindsay, 1997; Bailey, 1997: de

 Alberquerque, 1998; Chevannes, 1999), it continues to have great
 impact, causing expressions of concern from the highest levels of
 government and quasi-governmental institutions at national and
 regional levels. What is important is that the notion of

 marginalisation in the popular imagination has moved beyond the
 realm of education and extended to all aspects of life including
 employment, family, the law etc. The implications of this are exten
 sive, not least of which has been the de-legitimating of actions
 directed at the empowerment of women.

 The Miller Thesis

 The 'marginalisation' thesis, subject to a great deal of critique fol
 lowing the 1986 publication by Miller, was reformulated, extended
 and strengthened and re-issued in the much more conceptually
 worked out publication entitled ? Men at Risk.6lnMen at Risk, Miller
 presented a more refined and general argument along lines similar
 to the earlier publication stressing that: modern writers on patriar
 chy have ignored the component of the relations among men, where,
 for example, fathers and older men have acted intentionally to pre
 serve their hegemony over younger men and women in the family
 and kinship community. Patriarchs, he argued, have always treated
 alien men as potential if not active enemies; this antagonistic rela
 tionship with alien man can be neutralised through patronage,
 clientship or vassalage or conquest and subordination. In the past,
 men who challenged the power of the dominant group would be
 killed or enslaved, but today this is no longer possible. Rather today
 what is possible is to limit their access to goods, services, capital
 and status symbols that define manhood and status as defined by
 that society. He concludes:

 Crudely stated, the marginalization hypothesis is that patri
 archs, men of the dominant group, in defending their groups'
 interests from challenges from men of other groups in society,

 will relax their patriarchal closure over education, employment,
 earning and status symbols, thus allowing their women and
 the women of the challenging groups most of the opportuni

 6 In a recent presentation to a UNESCO regional meeting which I attended, Miller
 admitted that he was very naughty when he gave his book that title, but he ex
 pressed no regrets. He did stress however that his concerns in that publication,
 lay especially with black men (UNESCO Regional Strategy Meeting, Kingstown,
 January 2003).
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 Men as Gendered Beings: 97

 ties that otherwise would have gone to men of the challenging
 group.

 The double purpose of this strategy is to punish the male
 challengers by keeping them in their traditional place and to
 defuse the challenge by dividing the challenging group at the
 most fundamental level of social organisation, the family. The
 unintended consequences are: the creation of the circumstances
 which could lead to the liberation of women and the regression
 of men of the challenging group to patriarchy practised in the
 personalistic idiom. (Miller 1991:166).

 In other words the Miller thesis is one where powerful males pro
 mote the advancement of women instead of less powerful males,
 with the result that women of both the dominant and the subor

 dinated groups gain the greater share of opportunities for social ad
 vancement. While acknowledging that "having dominated society
 for so long, men are basically morally bankrupt and spiritually
 tired...and have taken humanity to the brink of cataclysmic
 disaster...and maybe they need to languish at the margins for a while"
 (Miller, 1991:283), the book warns men of the ruling minority that if
 they continue this trend:

 Women will not only continue to progress, the unintended
 consequence of being used as pawns in male conflicts, but will
 go on to assert themselves and seize power from men in some
 societies (Miller 1991:282).

 There have been numerous critiques of the Marginaliation thesis as
 well as alternative formulations. Many of these focused on educa
 tion, which as already noted has been the most significant area of

 work in Caribbean masculinity studies. For example, Keisha Lindsay
 counters that: women's position as household heads does not corre
 spond with actual social and psychological power. She notes that
 research on many Caribbean households finds that decision-mak
 ing still revolves around conventional notions of masculine and
 feminine authority. In addition, despite women's significant gains in
 education, occupational sex- stereotyping still excludes them from
 numerous jobs and 'masculine fields' especially in the technical and
 vocational areas. Not surprisingly therefore, in all areas of the re
 gion, female unemployment exceeds male unemployment rates
 throughout the region, in spite of women's educational performance.

 Most importantly Lindsay highlights that in this thesis, women's
 improved position is seen solely as the passive result of men's ac
 tions . Thus "it is the sponsorship of women by patriarchs in their
 contest with other men [which] provides the circumstances and the
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 context of women's liberation from their historic marginalization
 under patriarchy ... Women's advances [she concludes] then are a
 mere by-product of men's conflicts, men's history" (Lindsay, 2002:72).
 She continues: "A mythologised notion of Caribbean masculinity
 has emerged [? the good old days] with the ideal of men as head of
 family, economic provider and controller of female sexuality; Women
 on the other hand have emerged as the deceitful underminers, seek
 ing to overpower and victimize her male counterparts" (Lindsay
 2001:74).

 Barry Chevannes' What We Sow is What we Reap7 presents an
 alternative formulation of the issue noting that in 1996-7, when CXC
 grades 1 & 2 were calculated, the performances of male and female
 students were more or less on par, with males outperforming fe

 males in 15 of 35 subjects and females outperforming males in 14.
 When grade 3 was included, females did better in five or more sub
 jects, although up to 1996/7 Grade 3 was not accepted as a pass. In
 comparing male and female academic performance, he argues that
 there are clear 'male subjects' and 'female subjects.' Females are in
 the main prepared for skills in the home and boys for money-mak
 ing technological skills. He noted however that there is a high attri
 tion rate of boys dropping out of the education system. Addition
 ally, boys under perform in English which is today perceived as a
 'girls' subject, Chevannes argues that this probably handicaps boys

 much more than girls' lower performance in mathematics handi
 caps girls. At UWI he noted, men have been graduating with higher
 levels of first class honours but with lower levels of upper and lower
 second class honours. He highlighted the clear link between poor
 educational performance and young male criminality noting that
 the problems facing young males are all linked together as vital
 elements in the social construction of a certain kind of masculine

 identity. In conclusion, Chevannes calls for more attention to the
 patterns of gender socialization, a subject on which he has also
 carried out pioneering work. For example, although there are pro
 portionately more unemployed young females than there are young
 males, young males are more visible ? on the streets and in public
 spaces.

 In contrast to the Miller thesis Chevannes concluded that men

 are not marginalised, "despite the increasing percentages of women
 at the University of the West Indies, it is men who are elected to the
 seat of student power. At the community level, whether the issue is

 7 1999 Grace Kennedy Lecture.
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 Men as Gendered Beings: 99

 dons or youth club leaders, there is no marginalisation of males"
 (Chevannes 1999:33). But following Figueroa (1996), he argues that
 the present patterns of gender socialization which privilege boys do
 have potentially problematic implications for male youth in a work
 environment increasingly being determined by educational
 competence (Chevannes 1999:34).

 Education and the Miller thesis

 In the Caribbean region for reasons which we will go into later, the
 "male marginalisation" thesis has been gaining much currency,
 largely as a result of perceived advances of girls and women in the
 education system. This concern was publicly voiced on more than
 one occasion by the former Chancellor of the UWI Sir Shridath
 Ramphal at various graduation ceremonies where he drew atten
 tion to the "continued under-performance of males in the univer
 sity system". Interestingly, this situation within the Caribbean which
 for some time was linked to specific historical and cultural factors
 of this region e.g. slavery and/or female-headed households, has been
 found to be true of other parts of the world. The Economist of 28,
 September 1996 paid special attention to this question. One article
 noted that:

 In England and Wales, for example, girls score higher than boys
 in tests conducted at seven, nine, eleven and ? which is less
 often realised ? at five. In America, boys are much more likely
 to be held back a grade and twice as likely to drop out of high
 school (The Economist, 28.9.96:23)

 It continued:

 Traditionally boys have done less well than girls before
 puberty but used to catch up afterwards. What is new now is
 that boys are no longer catching up. English and Welsh 16 year
 olds take a series of tests known as CGSEs. A standard meas

 urement is the percentage of children who achieve grades A, B
 or C in five or more subjects; 48.1% of girls achieve this, com
 pared with 39% of boys...

 The pattern is repeated all over Europe. In 1995, in the Euro
 pean Union, 124 girls got general leaving certificates to every
 100 boys. The boys narrow lead in vocational certificates ?
 they took 5% more ? does not close the gap. Girls also tend to
 stay in school longer: Austria and Switzerland apart, in every

 West-European country, more girls than boys stay in school
 longer (The Economist, 28.9.1996:23).
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 100 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES

 These developments are historically important for a number of
 reasons. They are significant as they challenge long held myths and
 'scientific truths' which justified the differential values put on
 biological differences between the sexes. Kathleen Dray ton in her
 review of major gender issues in education for the Organisation of
 Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) in 1995, examined the many
 empirical studies carried out in this region and internationally on
 various aspects of gender differentials in education. While cases con
 tinue to be made for biologically determined differences in
 cognitive, spatial and other abilities, the data often contradict each
 other leaving little which could be directly related solely to biologi
 cal differences. For example in relation to findings related to sex
 difference in achievement she concluded that:

 The different types of studies suggest that there is no cognitive
 reason to suggest that boys should be better at science than
 girls. There are however differences in approaches to learning
 by the sexes and in attitudes to the subject as well which may
 increase as students go up the school. If we reject notions of

 male and female intellectual inferiority and superiority we are
 compelled to look at factors in the social environment for
 achievements in learning (Dr ay ton 1995:15).

 The other significant factor of these developments is as mentioned
 earlier, that they have forced an enquiry into the constructions of
 masculinity and manhood. More than anything else, these develop
 ments have thrown the status quo into disarray. In most parts of the
 world, the achievements of females in the education system have
 not yet been totally translated into equal opportunities in the
 workplace or into positions of political and economic leadership,
 yet they are perceived by many men as eventually leading there,
 hence the growing concern. For the most conservative, this trend if
 it continues has the potential to overturn the existing hierarchical
 relations of gender. Many see visions of a world where women rule
 in the same way men have ruled for centuries and fear such an
 eventuality.

 Others have different concerns. In the Anglophone Caribbean,
 this concern with education has been coupled with the situation

 where men continue to predominate the prison population, as pur
 veyors of crime, especially violent crime which has escalated in many
 communities. Again this is true not only for the Caribbean but also
 for the rest of the world. Transformations in gender relations are
 therefore seen as necessary if only to preserve life and ensure greater
 personal security. In this region male violence including young male
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 violence has been linked to the failings of the education system as
 well as with notions of 'machismo' transferred from the USA through
 television and movies.

 But other prevalent explanations for the perceived male un
 der-achievement in the education system in this region, have
 centred around a number of factors, most of them centred around

 women and girls. These can be summarised as follows: the prepon
 derance of female teachers at primary and secondary level; the large
 number of female single parent households where there is no resi
 dent male present to serve as a role model; the opening up of educa
 tional opportunities for girls and the introduction of co-educational
 schools where boys are 'distracted' by girls.

 These types of explanations are not limited to this region, The
 Economist in the above mentioned article also put forward similar
 arguments. In its editorial it argued that:

 One reason that boys are falling behind girls at urban primary
 and secondary schools is that too few male teachers are around
 for boys to look up to and model their behaviour upon.
 Attracting more male teachers would help close this gap (The
 Economist 28.9.96:18).

 As noted by Odette Parry (1997) all of these explanations contribute
 to a "women as villain" thesis which sees the "educational successes
 of females and educational failure of males as two sides of the same

 coin (Parry 1997:1). She continues:
 That is males fail because females do well. Hence in some
 Caribbean territories educational policy attempts to redress the
 balance by discriminating against females in order to compen
 sate for the poor performance of males (Parry 1997:1).

 She argues therefore that alternative explanations need to be sought
 to explain current male under-achievement in Caribbean education
 systems.

 As suggested by Parry, recent developments in education and
 social relations raise questions about masculinity, femininity and
 gender relations which cannot be understood only by examining
 the education system. Neither can they be dealt with by re-estab
 lishing the status quo. As noted by Kathleen Drayton, "the women's
 struggle must be recognised as the most recent phase of the on
 going human struggle for social equality. It is a struggle for an equal
 place in the sun. Its aim is not the emasculation or marginalisation
 of men (Drayton 1985:9)".

 A different take on this issue is given by Pedro Noguera in a
 comparative discussion on the debates on 'The Black Male' in the
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 United States and The Caribbean. He questions the primacy of
 racialized and gendered explanations of the issues and the lack of
 emphasis on structural problems such as the decline of public edu
 cation and public health systems, urban poverty and other factors
 resulting from cutbacks in social spending. The solutions suggested
 in many fora such as the Million Man march and more subtly as an
 undertext in many Caribbean discussions include the restoration of
 the Black Male to his rightful place as leader and head of household
 (Noguera 1996:12).

 Composite discussions of 'males' and 'black males' Noguera
 further suggests, essentialize 'blackness' and 'maleness' and disguise
 the diversity and variation existing within communities. In
 addition they establish stereotypes of youth and black masculinity
 while ignoring the many men who hold economic and politically
 powerful positions and class privilege within our societies. On the
 contrary, he argues, this concern should give us the opportunity to
 interrogate many of the real issues confronting masculinity and gen
 der relations within our societies within their structural contexts.

 He questions the thesis of Miller (1986, 1991) and others who sug
 gest that the situation of black men is worse than that of black women

 and the utility of "comparisons of hardship" as opposed to the more
 pervasive reality of patriarchy (Noguera 1996:22-23). He explains:

 Both the US and the Caribbean, are characterised by gender
 relations in which males dominate. The domination is mani

 fest most clearly in political and economic leadership roles
 where black males greatly outnumber black females. How
 ever, it is also manifest at a more subtle cultural level in the

 numerous privileges men enjoy over women in everyday
 life. . . It may well be that because the benefits of patriarchy,
 like the benefits of racism are in many cases subtle and taken
 for granted that the privileged role of men is easily ignored
 and unrecognized... The fact that male privilege is likely to be
 unrecognized and uncontested also helps to explain why the
 so-called crisis of the black male receives attention while the

 continued oppression of black females is accepted as the norm
 (Noguera, 1996:23).

 These developments and discourses have brought us to an op
 timum point at which to examine the context of the constructions
 and re-constructions of masculinities and femininities and gender
 systems within Caribbean history. Notions of 'achievement' there
 fore would also need to be re-conceptualised.
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 Alternative formulations

 Among the other approaches to this topic is Mark Figueroa's "Male
 Privileging and Male Academic Performance in Jamaica" (Figueroa,
 2003). In this paper male academic performance is seen as the result
 of gender socialization practices which are rooted in male gender
 privileging and "reinforced by other tendencies in society that also
 have roots in the historical privileging of the male gender" (Figueroa,
 1996:1). For Figueroa a solution to this problem had to be found not
 in creating new dimensions of male privilege but in transforming
 gender relations.

 In a qualitative study of four Caribbean countries - Jamaica,
 Barbados, St. Vincent and the Grenadines Odette Parry, sought to
 challenge the "female as villain" thesis and put forward other ex
 planations for this phenomenon. She pointed to the need to under
 stand Caribbean masculinities even as we attempt to understand
 Caribbean femininities. In particular she pointed to the ways in which
 constructs of acceptable masculine behaviour circumscribe possi
 bilities for young boys. How boys like men in patriarchal societies
 were continuously mindful of preserving their 'manly' image.
 Teachers both male and female supported them either directly or
 indirectly in doing so (Parry, 2000).

 One particularly interesting area was the boys' need for girls
 to validate their masculinity. Parry lays out a scenario where the
 young boys need to be seen as able to "get girls" as part of the estab
 lishment of their heterosexual sex/gender identity. Unfortunately,
 according to Parry, many boys are unable to do so as young girls
 prefer older income-earning men who are no longer in school. In
 many interviews, according to Parry, teachers blamed the girls for
 rejecting the boys and having sexual relationships with older men.
 The resulting situation they suggested was one where girls' sex/gen
 der identity was shaped through relationships with older men while
 that of boys were forged through "the rejection of non-heterosexual
 relationships (Parry, 1996:7) and a reinforcement of homophobia."
 Not surprisingly one of the results identified was male dropout from
 school in order to earn quick cash with which to attract women.
 This discussion raises many issues about the pervasiveness of male
 breadwinner ideology and its implications, which would benefit
 from further exploration not the least of these being the relation
 between sex and money or the sexual-economic exchange.

 While a number of scholars have been able to successfully chal
 lenge the marginalisation thesis (Lindsay, 1997; Bailey, 1997: de
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 Alberquerque, 1998; Chevannes, 1999), it continues to have great
 impact in the wider society, causing expressions of concern from
 the highest levels of government and quasi-governmental institu
 tions at national and regional levels. What is important is that the
 notion of marginalisation in the popular imagination has moved
 beyond the realm of education and extended to all aspects of life
 including employment, family, etc.

 Family, Masculinity and Gender Socialization

 As noted earlier, the 1986 publication of Errol Miller as well as early
 essays by Barry Chevannes, heralded the emergence of a new litera
 ture on masculinity in the Anglophone Caribbean region. To some
 extent as we have seen with the formation of Fathers Inc. the new

 movement could not help but come to terms with an earlier litera
 ture on Caribbean masculinity which could be found in the family
 studies of the 1950s and 1960s. In that literature, the 'disorganized'
 Afro-Caribbean family was characterised on the one hand by what
 was seen as an unnatural 'matrifocality' and equally unacceptable
 level of 'male irresponsibility and marginality'. The Afro-Caribbean
 family, the product of its West African origins and its transforma
 tions during slavery and post-emancipation, has never been under
 stood in its own right but always as a deviant form of a Western
 European norm. These concerns were not transferred to the more
 overtly patriarchal Indo-Caribbean family whose structure fitted
 more closely that of the hegemonic norm.

 Although much of the present discourse has focused on male
 marginality in education, the debate on male marginality in the Afro
 Caribbean context as we have seen, has an earlier history. Christine
 Barrow, in a critique of the functionalist family studies of the 1950S
 and 1960s, revisits this theme, arguing for an expansion of our un
 derstanding of male familial roles in Afro-Caribbean family beyond
 conjugal roles of father and husband to include the consanguine roles
 of uncle, brother and son (Barrow 1998:344-349), roles one might
 add, also significant in the matrilineal family traditions of West
 Africa. Relationships between sons and mothers and brothers and
 sisters were singled out as particularly close, with responsibilities
 to mother and sisters' children attached. Approaches which use the
 relationships which exist as a starting point as opposed to those
 which begin from the absences which are perceived, may present
 new ways of understanding and conceptualising gender relations
 in Afro-Caribbean families.
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 The now classic work of Peter J. Wilson (1969; 1973), estab
 lished the dichotomy of the male quest for 'reputation7 and the
 female desire for' respectability' as a counter to the notion of male

 marginality reflected in the early family studies of the 1950s and
 1960s. In those studies (Smith 1956; Clarke 1957; Smith 1973) the
 concern with what was perceived as an abnormal centrality of
 mothers and the 'absence' of fathers in conjugal households was a
 running thread tying them all together. Drawing on the casa/calle
 distinction of scholars of the Spanish-speaking Caribbean (such as
 Manners (1956); Mintz (1956) and Schelle (1956), Wilson sought to
 explain that, lower-class men if marginal, were so only in relation to
 the household, and certainly not to the wider society. And even in
 relation to the household this was not entirely the case. In
 Providencia, the site of Wilson's field work, 71% of landholders were

 male and 95% of Providencian men owned land. Additionally most
 house-spots, which formed the basis of family units, were owned
 by men (Wilson, 1973). Wilson's work has generated much discus
 sion and critique (Besson 1993) nevertheless it continues to be an
 influential starting point for discussions on masculinity in both the
 Anglophone and Hispanophone Caribbean (de Moya 2003). While,
 writing on adolescent Indo-Caribbean masculinity, Neils Sampath
 develops the work of Wilson in new directions as discussed later in
 this study (Sampath, 1993,1997).

 Between 1993 and 1996, Barry Chevannes and Janet Brown
 coordinated a UNICEF-funded research project on Gender
 Socialization in the Caribbean, with special emphasis on male
 socialization. The study was carried out in five communities in
 Dominica, Guyana and Jamaica8 and provides useful insights into
 the processes of gender socialization in this region. The study found
 that the patterns of child socialisation were clearly divided between
 home and street; indoors and outdoors with girls defined in the
 former and boys in the latter. In the village codenamed Riverbreeze
 in Dominica, for example, a clear distinction between men's and

 women's activities was identified by the community and children
 were socialised to recognize and be part of these divisions. In
 Joetown in Jamaica the family/society distinction is represented in
 spatial terms in relation to ? 'the yard' and 'outa street'.

 8 The full research is now completed and a summary report written in popular
 form was published in 1998 (Brown and Chevannes, 1998) and the full study
 Learning to be a Man in 2001 (Chevannes, 2001).
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 As noted by Chevannes:
 By street is meant all that space outside the confines of the yard.
 It is a somewhat residual category. ...from the point of view of
 the yard, it refers also to bars, video shops, street comers, even
 the abandoned house where our six gamblers were ensconced.
 (2001:173)

 In Riverbreeze, he also found that in the post-puberty period, girls
 experience increased efforts at domestication and greater supervi
 sion while boys come under the greater influence of their peer
 groups. Girls therefore had increased housework and indoor chores
 to complete while boys did little at all. A focus group discussion
 agreed that running errands and taking out garbage were boys' tasks.
 (Chevannes 2001:105).

 In the Indo-Guyanese community of 'Overflow' however,
 Chevannes found that in contrast, patrilineal and patriarchal
 traditions including son preference is well established and formal

 marriage an important rite de passage for males and females. Inter
 estingly, Chevannes found less resistance to homosexuality in this
 community than in the Afro-Caribbean dominated communities. He
 suggests that the clarity of the place of the male in Indo-Caribbean
 culture and social practice may hold some explanations (Chevannes
 2001:220). It could be suggested however that the tradition of gen
 der ambiguity in Hindu and Indian cultural and religious traditions
 may account for this important difference (Nanda, 1990).

 Also in this vein, the study by Bailey, Branche, McGarrity and
 Stuart (1998), of urban and rural communities in Jamaica, Barbados
 and Dominica, made many similar findings. It concluded that "Gen
 der distinctions and experiences are fundamentally established in a
 family and community socialization process (Bailey et. al, 1998:86).

 While girls from an early age begin to develop an attitude of self
 reliance, flexibility and willingness to adapt to circumstances, boys
 on the other hand develop in a culture of privilege. They were
 "pushed out on the street, given more independence and less bur
 dened with domestic responsibilities (Bailey et al, 1998:87). The study
 also found that these gender differences established in the family,
 were extended into schools and classrooms resulting in situations
 where boys found it difficult to concentrate and work and the school
 administration responded by expecting trouble and seeking pun
 ishment solutions.

 This study also highlighted the limited expectations of fathers,
 often limited to that of economic breadwinner/provider, even when
 resident within the home, a point also found by Chevannes (2001).
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 The centrality of this notion of fatherhood for the wider definitions
 of Caribbean masculinities and femininities, even when absent, is

 something which requires further conceptual exploration. One of
 the most interesting findings of both these studies, is the limited
 impact of the feminist critique of the sexual division of labour, on

 mainstream family practice and on the ideologies of young people
 of the region. Clearly while the movement focused on issues of fam
 ily violence, the character of family relations, the sexual division of
 labour, gender role expectations and power relations within house
 holds were not as visible components of the public discourse. This
 is reflected below:

 In the three islands, it was the teenagers who most fully em
 braced a 'restricted' male gender ideology. Among them there
 was a well developed strategy for dealing with relationships.
 In that strategy, there was little room for the sentimental, the
 idealistic or the gentler side of things. The young males, with
 little actual experience of the bargaining that went into the

 maintenance of relationships, had very hard perceptions of
 male/female relationships and embraced in a most uncompro
 mising way, the most individualist and predatory aspects of
 the streets (Bailey, Branche and Henry-Lee 2002, 10-11).

 Masculine Sexualities and Identities

 While education, socialization and sexual violence have emerged as
 starting points for studies on masculinity in the Anglophone Carib
 bean, research interests have now moved beyond this point. The
 emergence of scholarship on masculinity is a growing and signifi
 cant area of new work in gender studies and some would argue
 feminist scholarship in the Caribbean.9

 In 1997, the Caribbean Network for Studies on Masculinity was
 established, with a secretariat, at the Centro de Investigacion y
 Education de VIH/SID A of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras.

 9 Some of the areas in which early work has begun has been in the area of
 hegemonic and subordinate masculinities (Ramirez 1999); literary theory and
 popular culture (Ramchand; Morgan, 2003; Rohlehr 1988; Lewis 1998;
 Meeks, 2000); masculinity, nationalism, ethnicity and identity (Sampath 1993;
 Mohammed 1996; Reddock 1998; Lewis 2000); sexuality and sex work, (de Moya
 & Garcia 1996; Phillips 1999; Albuquerque 1999). In addition to work in
 academic circles, public policy organisations such as the International Planned
 Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and the Instituto de Sexualidad Humana of the
 Autonomous University of Santo Domingo, have initiated research on male
 sexualities, attitudes and behaviours, also a concern of the Caribbean Epidemiol
 ogy Centre (CAREC) which has begun research on homosexuality and male sexual
 behaviours in the context of the AIDS/HIV pandemic.
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 This network brings together Caribbean scholars of the wider
 Caribbean as well as US researchers working on the Caribbean. A
 recent publication of working papers presented at a 1999 Sympo
 sium on Masculine Identities and Sexualities suggest the broader
 base of research interests.10 Indeed the AIDS/HIV pandemic has
 provided the space to examine one of the most controversial and
 pivotal subjects related to masculinity construction ? homophobia.
 As noted by Michael Kimmel (1996), homophobia represents more
 than just a fear of homosexual men, it reflects male terror of being
 exposed as something other than heterosexual, as "not a real man".
 Homophobia therefore acts as a policing force so to speak, monitor
 ing and guiding boys and men's behaviour (Kimmel 1996).

 While a discourse on homophobia has been much more devel
 oped in the Hispanophone Caribbean, (De Moya and Garcia 1996;
 1999, Ramirez 1993) in the Anglophone Caribbean, and Jamaica in
 particular, often characterised as homophobic, this issue has begun
 to emerge indirectly through for example, discussions of popular
 culture (Chin 1999). The discussion of its impact on boys' attitude to
 education and its impact on approaches to gender socialization (Parry
 1996; 2003; Chevannes 2001). It is also tentatively being explored by
 novelists and writers (Thomas 1994, cited in Chin 1999). More re
 cently, a personal testimony of growing up homosexual in Trinidad
 and Tobago is provided by Wesley Crichlow (2003), as he breaks
 new ground in Caribbean scholarship generally and in Caribbean
 Gender Studies more specifically. Following Audre Lorde's (1982)
 notion of biomythography, Crichlow, presents an analysis of his
 personal experience growing up in the hegemonic heterosexist
 context of Trinidad and Tobago. Crichlow laments the absence of a
 dialogue on same-sex practices within Black communities in
 general and Caribbean communities in particular.

 Like other persons of same-sex orientation in the Third World
 context, Crichlow challenges the pre-eminence of North Atlantic
 terminologies. His conscious claiming of the pejorative Trinidadian
 term 'buller man' to define himself can be seen as an effort to restore

 and reclaim indigenous terms and knowledge systems and a chal
 lenge to the hegemony of Euro-American terminology and
 conceptualisation. This paper can be seen as the beginning of an
 interrogation of same-sex relations in this region in a conversation

 10 See Rafael Ramirez, Victor I Garcia-Toto and Ineke Cunningham (Eds.)
 Caribbean Masculinities: Working Papers, HIV/AIDS Research Center, Univer
 sity of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 2002.
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 in which those involved in same sex practices are centrally involved
 (Crichlow 2003).

 Masculinity, Ethnicity and Identity

 Another issue which has emerged relates to that of the interrela
 tions of masculinity, nationalism, ethnicity and identity. In a recent

 work, Linden Lewis examines the masculinist orientation taken by
 emerging black nationalism during the early years of the twentieth
 century. Lewis, along with Sampath (1993) and Beckles (2003) adds
 to the larger international literature which identifies the link between
 struggles for nationalist and ethnic identity and citizenship, both at
 the personal and political levels and the valorisation of masculinity
 and manhood.

 In his book, Masculinity and Power, Arthur Brittan, distinguishes
 "masculinism" from "masculinity". Masculinity he defines as those
 aspects of men's behaviour which fluctuate from time to time, a rela
 tional concept which exists only in relation to femininity (Brittan
 1989:4; 195). Masculinism on the other hand he defines as an ideol
 ogy which justifies and naturalizes male domination and power,
 accepts heterosexuality and the existing sexual division of labour as
 normal; and is resistant to change and not subject to fluctuation over
 time (Brittan, 1989:4 & 195).

 This masculism,11 Lewis argues, "was normalized as a general
 process of struggle rather than a specific struggle, by one group of
 men to wrestle control from another, more powerful group of men.
 The assumption of leadership therefore, "by men in the nationalist
 project appeared both to men and women as a natural evolution,
 given the relation of men to power, access to resources and privi
 lege" (Lewis 2000:262).

 Hilary Beckles, locates the early construction of Black or Afro
 Caribbean masculinity in the competitive and exploitative relation
 ship between European and African males during the slave period.
 Noting that for most of the slave period, males formed the majority
 of the Caribbean slave population, Beckles argues that the mascu
 linity of enslaved blacks was constructed through its interaction with
 hegemonic structures of white masculinity, the principal site of in
 teraction being the property relation. Here white male power was
 based on the monopolistic control, ownership, and possession of all

 11 The terms masculism and masculinism can often be used interchangeably.
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 property and power including black women and men (Beckles 2003).
 This process, according to Beckles, occurred in a context where black
 men shared the same basic patriarchal values as white men and when
 possible during slavery sought to assert their masculine authority
 and power over women with deleterious effect. The inability to live
 this reality confirmed their subordinated masculinity, a subordinated

 masculinity which they would seek to assert at any given oppor
 tunity.

 In his 1993 article, Neils Sampath examines the negotiation of
 identities by rural Indo-Trinidadian male youth in a context of
 ethnic and cultural pride in an ancient Indian tradition (honour/
 respectability) and the hegemonic Creole masculinities of the
 society (reputation). Sampath, following Wilson describes this
 accommodation in these words:

 One cannot help but adapt Wilson's (1969,1973) ideas on repu
 tation and respectability. In the case of Indian Wood, a secure
 reputation involving creolised behaviour represents Indian

 manhood's power and macho security relative to that afforded
 by the perceived respectable traditions of Trinidadian Hindu
 ism as maintained by women in domestic ritual and practice.
 But with adolescents who, as we have noted, are acutely aware
 of the pressures to be 'modern/ one is often dealing with greater
 fluctuations of emphasis on either domestic or extra-domestic
 security within a short period of time. It is largely in this sense
 that creolisation becomes, to paraphrase Herdt's (1981) termi
 nology, an idiom of adolescent masculinity (Sampath 1993:245).

 In an examination of similar considerations in Trinidad and Tobago,
 inter-relations of masculinity, ethnicity and identity were exam
 ined in the context of the aftermath of the 1995 general election where,

 for the first time, a predominantly Indo-Trinidadian government
 came to power (Reddock 1998). It was argued that these relations in
 post-colonial multi-ethnic societies are often expressed as a contest
 among men where control of political power and the state, serves to
 legitimise claims of citizenship and becomes a symbol of 'manhood'.
 Issues of ethnicity, identity and nation are continuous areas of ne
 gotiation and accommodation in all areas of the Caribbean. The
 exploration of these themes will continue to be significant in the
 development of Caribbean masculinity studies.

 Masculinity and Literary Studies

 Interestingly although not well acknowledged, the tradition of
 Anglophone Caribbean literature, provides one of the richest sites
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 for the study of Caribbean masculinities. The earliest published
 writers, for example, Roger Mais, Claude McKay, C.L.R. James, V.S.
 Naipaul, George Lamming, Samuel Selvon, and Earl Lovelace, were
 all male and their struggles with issues of identity, nationalism,
 power or perceived powerlessness, location and exile, all reflect
 important sites for analysis. As noted by Belinda Edmondson, in
 her publication Making Men:

 The idea for this project grew out of my observation of two
 apparently unrelated phenomena in literature in the English
 speaking Caribbean. The first was an ongoing fascination on

 my part with what I can only describe as the Victorian sensi
 bilities of Caribbean writers who are otherwise described as
 nationalist, modernist and engaged in the revolutionary project
 of defining the Caribbean nation in the era of Caribbean inde
 pendence. The primarily male writers in this category ? C.L.R.
 James, V.S. Naipaul, George Lamming, Derek Walcott ? are
 centrally concerned with the question of how to represent the
 Caribbean national identity, and though they (most noticeably
 Naipaul) sometimes come to different conclusions, the manner
 in which they structure the relationship of writing, and nation
 formation is remarkably similar (Edmundson 1999:1).

 While it is true to say that virtually all of these writers explored
 issues of masculinity in their work some writers place a particular
 emphasis on this theme. One of these is Earl Lovelace, whose writ
 ings examine issues of manhood among working-class Trinidad and
 Tobago men. Not surprisingly therefore, literary analyses of his
 writings have emerged as some of the first explorations of literary
 analyses of masculinity in the region.12

 Ken Ramchand's (2003) paper, explores the figure of the bad
 john in Earl Lovelace's text The Dragon Can't Dance. This icon of the
 black male warrior, on a mission to valorise his masculinity and
 become visible is well represented in the literary writings of
 Trinidadian writer Earl Lovelace. In a 1986 article, Kenneth
 Ramchand describes Lovelace's writing in these words:

 For in all his novels there are two over-riding themes. There is
 first the theme of the liberation of the individual from imposed
 roles and attitudes, the salvaging of the real self from the role
 self, an exploration as in Walcott of New World possibility, "the
 possibility of the individual Caribbean man, African, European,

 12 See Linden Lewis, "Masculinity and the Dance of the Dragon", Feminist Review,
 58, Summer 1998, and Kenneth Ramchand's "Calling all Dragons: The Crum
 bling of Caribbean Masculinity", forthcoming R. Reddock (ed) Interrogating
 Caribbean Masculinities, The UWI Press, Kingston, 2003.
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 Asian in ancestry, the gently enormous, gently opening morn
 ing of his possibility, his body touched with dew, his nerves as
 subtilised to sensation as the mimosa, his memory whether of
 grandeur or of pain gradually erasing itself as recurrent driz
 zles cleanse the ancestral or tribal markings from the coral skull,
 the possibility of a man and his language waking to wonder
 here (Ramchand 1986:5).

 In this essay Ramchand tackles Lovelace's treatment of masculinity
 in The Dragon Can't Dance, highlighting its significance as the 1960s
 version of the black urban warrior. For Lovelace, Ramchand notes,

 while not excusing the violence of the characters, the badjohn repre
 sents in the extreme the black man's need to be seen and acknowl

 edged as a person. Interestingly, Ramchand notes a similar identi
 fication with the badjohn in the much earlier writings of Seepersad

 Naipaul, father of Vidia S. Naipaul in his novel, Tales ofGurudeva. In
 this novel according to Ramchand, badjohns are referred to as "he
 roes of their race, champions of their culture and figures of defiance
 against the authorities in the new land." A group to which Gurudeva
 like Fisheye in Dragon yearns to belong.

 This identification with the badjohn, was reflected in the con
 nection made with the heroes of American Westerns by men of sub
 ordinated masculinities of the Caribbean. As late as the 1980s, Laurie

 Gunst in writing about Jamaican badmen who later went on to form
 the posses in the US identified this connection with the heroes of the
 silver screen (Gunst, 1986:xxii).

 In both the cases of Gurudeva and Fisheye, their violence in
 the home and community is legendary yet both authors are able to
 go beyond this to identify working-class men's yearnings to stand
 out and be noticed as part of their communities. Ramchand's read
 ing of these two novels, suggests commonalities in the subordinated

 masculinities of Afro and Indo-Caribbean men which is not often

 acknowledged in the tension of inter-ethnic rivalry especially in
 Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago.

 Conclusion

 This is a limited attempt to provide an overview of a new and excit
 ing field of academic scholarship. This is by no means complete, as

 we write, new research and analyses are being carried out. At all
 three campuses of the University of the West Indies, courses on Men
 and Masculinities are being taught and research programmes
 continue to examine these as well as new and equally important
 themes. While for many this is a logical continuation of the feminist
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 project of challenging patriarchal power and arrangements, for
 others it presents a challenge to the legitimacy of feminism and the
 struggle for women's empowerment. In some circles it has even come
 to represent a priority claim for the male victim.

 The challenge however as noted in this paper is to facilitate a
 more sophisticated understanding of the problematic of masculin
 ity in the wider society. We need to generate a scholarship and an
 activism which can positively influence family and household rela
 tionships, intimate relationships; challenge the rigidity of the sexual
 division of labour in the home and, the acceptance of male violence;
 to change attitudes towards homosexuality and eventually its
 decriminalisation; to develop patterns of gender socialization of
 boys and girls and teacher education which allow for the develop
 ment of the full potential of all. This is a tall order, but for the kind
 of change which many of us see as necessary, gender analysis and
 related policy interventions can contribute to this process.
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 Brittan, Arthur (1989). Masculinity and Power, Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

 Brown, Janet and Barry Chevannes (1995). Report of the Gender Socialization
 Project of the University of the West Indies, UWI Child Development
 Centre/Department of Sociology.

 Brown, Janet and Barry Chevannes (1998). "Why Man Stay So: Tie the Heifer,
 Loose the Bull/' The University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica.

 Brown, Janet (2003). Presentation to UNESCO Strategy Meeting, Kingston,
 January.

 Chevannes, Barry (1999). "What we Sow and What we Reap: Problems in
 the Cultivation of Male Identity in Jamaica," Annual Grace Kennedy
 Foundation Lecture, Kingston, Jamaica.

 Chevannes, Barry (2001) Learning To Be a Man: Culture, Socialization and
 Gender Identity in Five Caribbean Communities, Kingston: UWI Press.

 Chin, Timothy S. (1999). "Jamaican Popular Culture, Caribbean Literature
 and the Representation of Gay and Lesbian Sexuality in the Discourses
 of Race and Nation.", Small Axe, No. 5, March, pp 14-33.

 Clarke, Edith (1957). My Mother who Fathered Me: A Study of Three Selected
 Communities in Jamaica, London: George Allen and Unwin.

 Clatterbaugh, Kenneth (1997). Contemporary Perspectives on Masculinity,
 Boulder: Westview Press.

 Crichlow, Wesley (2003). "History, Memory, Testimony and
 Biomythography: Charting a Buller man's Trinidadian Past", in R.
 Reddock, Interrogating Caribbean Masculinities, Kingston: UWI Press.

 de Alberquerque, Klaus (1999). "In Search of the Big Bamboo: Among
 the Sex Tourists of the Caribbean", Transition, Issue 77.

 de Moya, Antonio and R. Garcia (1996). "AIDS and the Enigma of Bisexual
 ity in the Dominican Republic," in P. Aggleton (ed.) Bisexualities and

 AIDS: International Perspectives, London, Taylor and Francis, pp. 121
 135.

 De Moya, Antonio and R. Garcia (1999). "Three Decades of Male Sex Work"
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 Drayton, Kathleen (1995). "Gender Issues in Education: A Review of the
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 Edmundson, Belinda (1999). Making Men: Gender, Literary Authority and
 Women's Writing in Caribbean Narrative, Durham and London: Duke
 University Press.
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 Evans, Ruth (n.d.). "A Step too Far?", Commonwealth Courier, London.

 Figueroa, Mark (1996). "Gender Differentials in Educational Achievement
 in Jamaica and other Caribbean Territories", Paper presented to the
 Conference on Intervention Strategies to Address Male
 Underperformance in Primary and Secondary Education, Govern
 ment of Trinidad and Tobago and the National Commission for
 UNESCO, November.

 Figueroa, Mark (2003). "Male Privileging and Male 'Academic Perform
 ance' in Jamaica," forthcoming in R. Reddock (ed.) Interrogating Car
 ibbean Masculinities, Kingston: UWI Press.

 Gunst, Laurie (1996). Born Fi' Dead: A Journey through the Jamaican Posse
 Underworld, Henry Holt, New York.

 Kimmel, Michael (1996). "Masculinity as Homophobia: Fear, Shame and
 Silence in the Construction of Gender Identity", Paper presented to
 Symposium on Constructions of Caribbean Masculinity: Towards a
 Research Agenda, Centre for Gender and Development Studies,
 University of the West Indies, St. Augustine campus.

 Lewis, Linden (1998). "Masculinity and the Dance of the Dragon" in Re
 thinking Caribbean Difference, special issue of Feminist Review, No.
 59, Summer, pp 164-185.

 Lewis, Linden (2000). "Nationalism and Caribbean Masculinity" in Tamar
 Mayer (ed.) Gender Ironies of Nationalism: Sexing the Nation London
 and New York: Routledge, pp. 261-281.

 Lindsay, Keisha (1997). Caribbean Male: Endangered Species, Working Paper
 No. 4, CGDS Mona Unit.

 Lindsay, Keisha (1997). "Caribbean Male: An Endangered Species?," in
 Patricia Mohammed (ed.) Gendered Realities: Essays in Caribbean
 Feminist Thought, Kingston: UWI Press, pp. 56-82.

 Lorde, Audre (1982). Zami: A New Spelling of My Name, Freedom, California:
 The Crossing Press.

 Meeks, Brian (2000). "The Harder Dragon: Modalities of Resistance in
 Lovelace's Dragon Can't Dance and The Harder They Come", in
 Narratives of Resistance, Kingston: UWI Press.

 Miller, Errol (1986). The Marginalization of the Black Male: Insights from the
 Development of the Teaching Profession, Kingston: ISER, UWI.

 Miller, Errol (1991). Men at Risk, Kingston: Jamaica Publishing House.

 Mintz, Sidney (1956) "Canamelar: The Subculture of a Rural Sugar Planta
 tion Proletariat" in The People of Puerto Rico J. Steward (ed), Urbana,
 Illinois: University of Illinois Press.
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 Mohammed, Patricia, (2000). "Engendering Masculinity: Cross-Cultural
 Caribbean Research Initiatives" Paper presented to Latin American
 Studies Association Annual Conference March.

 Mohammed, Patricia (1994). "A Social History of Post-Migrant Indians in
 Trinidad from 1917-1947: A Gender Perspective," Doctoral disserta
 tion, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague.

 Morgan, Paula (2003). "Under Women's Eyes: Literary Constructs of Afro
 Caribbean Masculinity", forthcoming in R. Reddock, Interrogating
 Caribbean Masculinities, Kingston: UWI Press.

 Nanda, Serena (1990). Neither Man nor Woman: The Hijras of India, Califor
 nia: Wadsworth.

 Noguera, Pedro (1996). "The Crisis of the Black Male in Comparative Per
 spective," paper presented to Annual Conference of the Caribbean
 Studies Association.

 Parry, Odette (1996). "In One Ear and Out the Other: Unmasking
 Masculinities in the Caribbean Classroom" in Sociological Research
 Online, Vol. 1, No. 2.

 Parry, Odette (1997). "Schooling is Fooling: Why do Jamaican Boys Un
 derachieve in School?" Gender and Education, 9, No. 2 pp. 223-31.

 Parry, Odette (2000). Male Under achievement in High School Education,
 Kingston: Canoe Press.

 Phillips, H. Nigel (1994), Spirits in the Dark, Oxford: Heinemann.

 Phillips, Joan (1999). "Tourist-Oriented Prostitution in Barbados: The Case
 of the Beach Boy and the White Female Tourist", in Kamala Kempadoo
 (ed.) Sun, Sex and Gold: Tourism and Sex Work in the Caribbean, Boulder:
 Rowman and Littlefield, Lanham.

 Ramchand, Kenneth (1986). "An Approach to Earl Lovelace's Novel, through
 an Examination of Indian-African Relations in The Dragon Can't
 Dance", Caribbean Quarterly, Vol. 32, Nos 1 & 2, March-June.

 Ramchand, Kenneth (2003). "Calling All Dragons: The Crumbling of
 Caribbean Masculinity," forthcoming in Rhoda Reddock (eds) Inter
 rogating Caribbean Masculinities, Kingston: UWI Press.

 Ramirez, Rafael (1993). Dime Capit?n: Reflexiones sobre la Masculinidad, Rio
 Piedras: Ediciones Hurac?n.

 Ramirez, Rafael (1999). What it Means to be a Man: Reflections on Puerto Rican

 Masculinity, New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press.

 Ramirez, Garcia-Toro and Cunningham (2002). Caribbean Masculinities: Work
 ing Papers, HIV/AIDS Research and Education Centre, University of
 Puerto Rico, San Juan.

This content downloaded from 
�������������203.135.44.80 on Tue, 17 Nov 2020 19:05:00 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 Men as Gendered Beings: 117

 Reddock, Rhoda (1998). "Masculinity, Ethnicity and Identity in the Con
 temporary Socio-Political Context of Trinidad and Tobago," paper
 presented to Conference on the African Diaspora, University of
 California, Berkeley, April.

 Reddock, Rhoda (1998). "Women's Organizations and Movements in the
 Commonwealth Caribbean: The Response to the Global Economic
 Crisis in the 1980s", Feminist Review, No. 59, Summer. Special Issue
 ? Patricia Mohammed (ed) Rethinking Caribbean Difference.

 Rohlehr, Gordon (1988). "Images of Men and Women in the 1930s Calyp
 sos: The Sociology of Food Acquisition in the Context of Survivalism"
 in Patricia Mohammed and Catherine Shepherd (eds) Gender in
 Caribbean Development, The University of the West Indies, Women
 and Development Studies Project, Mona, St. Augustine, Cave Hill.

 Sampath, Niels (1993). "An Evaluation of the 'Creolisation' of Trinidad East
 Indian adolescent masculinity" in Kevin Yelvington (ed) Trinidad
 Ethnicity, Knoxville: The University of Tennessee Press, pp 235-253.

 Sampath, Niels (1997). "Crabs in a Bucket: Reforming Male Identities in
 Trinidad" in Caroline Sweetman (ed.) Men and Masculinity, Oxford:
 Oxfam.

 Scheele, R. (1956). "The Prominent Families of Puerto Rico" in The People of
 Puerto Rico, J. Steward (ed), Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois
 Press.

 Simey, T. S. Welfare and Planning in the West Indies, Oxford: Clarendon Press.

 Smith, M.G. (1973). "A Survey of West Indian Family Studies" in Lambros
 Comitas and David Lowenthal (eds) Work and Family Life: West Indian
 Perspectives, Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Double day.

 Smith, R.T. (1956). The Negro Family in British Guiana: Family Structure and
 Social Status in the Villages, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

 The Economist (1996). "The Trouble with Men", 28 September.

 The Economist (1996). "Men: Tomorrow's Second Sex", 28 September.

 Thomas, H. Nigel (1994). Spirits in the Dark, Oxford: Heinemann.

 Wilson, Peter (1969). "Reputation and Respectability: A Suggestion for
 Caribbean Ethnography", Man, Vol. 4, No. 2, pp 70-84.

 Wilson, Peter (1973). Crab Antics: The Anthropology of English-Speaking
 Negro Societies of the Caribbean, New Haven: Yale University Press.
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